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SECTION 1.0 Introduction 

1.1 CEQA PROCESS 
On November 24, 2009, the County of Sonoma (the Lead Agency) released for public review a 
Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) on the proposed Sutter Medical Center of Santa 
Rosa/Luther Burbank Memorial Foundation Joint Master Plan. A 51-day public review and 
comment period on the Draft EIR began on November 25, 2009, and closed on January 14, 2010. 
The Planning Commission conducted two public hearings on the adequacy of the DEIR. The first 
Public Hearing was held at 1:40 p.m. on December 10, 2009. The second public hearing was 
held at 1:05 p.m. on January 14, 2010. Both hearings were held in the Board of Supervisors 
Chambers at 575 Administration Drive Room 102A. The DEIR for the proposed Sutter Medical 
Center of Santa Rosa/Luther Burbank Memorial Foundation Joint Master Plan, together with this 
Response to Comments Document, constitute the Final EIR (FEIR) for the proposed project. The 
FEIR is an informational document prepared by the Lead Agency that must be considered by 
decision-makers before approving the proposed project (CEQA Guidelines, Section 15090). 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines (Section 15132) specify the 
following: 

“The Final EIR shall consist of: 

(a) The Draft EIR or a revision of that draft. 

(b) Comments and recommendations received on the Draft EIR either verbatim or in 
a summary.  

(c) A list of persons, organizations, and public agencies commenting on the Draft 
EIR. 

(d) The responses of the Lead Agency to significant environmental points raised in 
review and consultation process. 

(e)  Any other information added by the Lead Agency.”  

This document has been prepared pursuant to CEQA and in conformance with the CEQA 
Guidelines. This Response to Comments Document incorporates comments from public 
agencies, organizations, and the general public, and contains appropriate responses by the Lead 
Agency to those comments. 

1.2 ORGANIZATION OF THIS FEIR 
This FEIR for the proposed Sutter Medical Center of Santa Rosa/Luther Burbank Memorial 
Foundation Joint Master Plan contains information in response to comments raised during the 
public comment period. 

Section 1.0 describes the CEQA process and the organization of this Response to Comments 
Document. 

Section 2.0 contains a list of all persons and organizations that submitted written comments 
and/or made spoken comments on the DEIR during the public review period. 

Section 3.0 contains master responses to comments. Numerous comments pertained to a 
number of similar issues. The master responses provide detailed information related to each 
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of these key issue areas in one place rather than dispersing this information throughout the 
document. 

Section 4.0 contains copies of the comment letters and public hearing minutes, and the 
responses to those comments. Within each letter and public hearing minutes, individual 
comments are labeled with a number in the margin. Immediately following the comment 
letter are responses to each of the numbered comments. 

Section 5.0 contains text changes made to the DEIR. Some changes were initiated by County 
staff and others were made in response to comments received on the DEIR. 
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SECTION 2.0 Agencies, Organizations and Persons Commenting on the DEIR 

AGENCIES, ORGANIZATIONS, AND PERSONS COMMENTING IN WRITING 
The following agencies, organizations, and individuals submitted written comments on the DEIR 
during the public review period: 

Letter	 Agency/Organization/Individual 
California Department of Fish and Game, Charles 

A.1 	 Armor 

Sonoma County Airport Land Use Commission, 
A.2 	 Robert Gaiser 

California Regional Water Quality Control Board, 
A.3 	 North Coast Region, John Short 

California Department of Transportation, Division 
A.4 	 of Aeronautics, Sandy Hesnard 

County of Sonoma Permit and Resource 
A.5 	 Management Department, Reg Cullen 

County of Sonoma Department of Emergency 
A.6 	 Services, Robert MacIntyre 

Governor’s Office of Planning and Research, Scott 
A.7 	 Morgan 

California Department of Transportation, Division 
A.8 	 of Aeronautics, Sandy Hesnard 

California Department of Transportation, Lisa 
A.9 	 Carboni 

California Department of Transportation, Lisa 
A.10 	 Carboni) 

California Department of Transportation, Lisa 
A.11 	 Carboni 

Sonoma County Transportation & Land Use 
O.1 	 Coalition. Willard Richards 

North Sonoma County Hospital District, Evan J. 
O.2 	 Rayner and William Hawn 

BerryBrook Homeowners Associates, Dale 
O.3 	 Johnson 

O.4 	 Friends of SMART, Jack C. Swearengen 

Petaluma Health Care District, Robert Ostroff, MD 
O.5 	 and Daymon Doss, ED 
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SECTION 2.0 Agencies, Organizations and Persons Commenting on the DEIR 

Letter	 Agency/Organization/Individual 
Northern California Healthcare Authority, Richard 

O.6 	 Kirk, MD 

Sonoma County Bicycle Coalition, Christine 
O.7 	 Culver 

O.8 	 Climate Protection Campaign, Ann Hancock 

O.9 	 Sierra Club, Steve Birdlebough 

Palm Drive Hospital, Palm Drive Health Care 
O.10 	 District, Neil Todhunter and Dan Smith 

Accountable Development Coalition, Jack 
O.11 	 Buckhorn and Dennis Rosatti 

California Nurses Association, Joe Schuman and 
O.12 	 Benjamin Elliott) 

Sonoma County Workers Benefit Council, Jerry 
O.13 	 Hankins 

O.14 	 Sutter Medical Center of Santa Rosa, Tom Minard 

I.1	 Becky Rowe 

I.2 	 Willard Richards, Ph.D. 

I.3 	 Dan Smith & Joan Marler 

I.4	 Carol Ternullo 

I.5	 Sami Donahue 

I.6	 Steve Gustafson 

I.7 	 Individual BerryBrook Neighbors 

I.8	 Paula Cook 

2.2 PERSONS COMMENTING AT THE PUBLIC HEARING 
Two public hearings on the DEIR were held by the County on December 10, 2009 and January 
14, 2010. The following individuals provided spoken comments on the DEIR: 

• Jenny Bart 

• Barbara Molton 

• Steve Birdlebough 

• Dale Johnson 

• Gudruk Hommer 

• Jerry Hankins 
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SECTION 2.0 Agencies, Organizations and Persons Commenting on the DEIR 

• Sami Donahue 

• Carol Ternullo 

• Royce Piro 

• Jose Luis Angeles 

• Reyna Cortes 

• Steve Gustafson 

• Tracy Gorman Werckmann 

• Melinda Lansdowns 

• Hamilton Hess 

• Phil Sitzman 

• Carl Hansen 

• Scot Stegeman 

• Brent Arthur 

• Bill Kortum 

• Phil Sitzman 

• Guenther Braun 

• Commissioner Dennis Murphy 

• Commissioner Don Bennett 

• Commissioner Paula Cook 

• Commissioner Tom Lynch 
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