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Wild Turkey Legal Status

o Classified as an upland game bird by
the California Fish and Game Code

o Can be harvested during regular
hunting seasons fall and spring

Fall — 1 either sex turkey per day, 1 per season.
Spring — 1 bearded turkey per day, 3 per season.

http://www.fqgc.ca.qgov/requlations/current/uplandgamebirdreqgs.asp




Legal Methods of Take

o Shotgun
o Archery

o Air Rifle (0.20 caliber minimum for
taking wild turkey)

o It is lllegal to poison nuisance
turkeys.




Depredation Permit Required

Outside of Regular Hunting Seasons

o Wild Turkey o Depredation Permits
o Black Bear are issued by the
- California Department
° Gr.ay S_quwrels of Fish and Game
o Wild Pigs (CDFG)
o Deer o Contact Yountville
o EIK Office @ 707 944-
O Beaver 5500 or:
o Mountain Lion o Contact the Ag.

Commissioners Office
@ 707 565-2371 for
help.



Homeowners

o Should not feed wild turkeys. A few cute
birds soon turns into an unmanageable
large flock.

o Turkeys can lose their fear of humanity and
become aggressive.

o Droppings create a mess and a health
concern.

o Birds destroy gardens and scratch cars
when they roost.

o Homeowners can also request depredation permits for
nuisance turkeys.



Discharging a Firearm

o Fish and Game Code 3004

o It is unlawful for any person, other than the owner,
person In possession of the premises, or a person
having the express permission of the owner or
person in possession of the premises, to hunt or to
discharge while hunting, any firearm or other deadly
weapon within 150 yards of any occupied dwelling
house, residence, or other building or any barn or
other outbuilding used in connection therewith.

o 150 yards is the “safety zone”.



Harassment

o Dogs
o Motion detecting sprinklers
o ATV’s

o Shell Crackers (shot from a special
pistol or a shotgun)

o Important to break patterns early as birds
become habituated.



Online Shell Cracker and Bird Bomb Suppliers

O

O

O

O

Margo Supplies
iInfo@margosupplies.com

Bird Barrier
www.birdbarrier.com

Stoneco Inc.
http://originalshellcracker.com

Wildlife Control Technologies
www.wildlife-control.com

Also check with local vineyard product suppliers.



Caution

o Before using bird bombs, whistlers,
or shellcrackers, read through the
distributors website to access the
best management practices.

o If used inappropriately these tools
can cause fires and bodily injury.



Exclusion

o Deer fencing will discourage wild turkeys.

o Agricultural Office turkey population
dropped significantly with the installation of
a cyclone fence.



Further Information

o California Department of Fish and
Game website
www.keepmewild.org.

Downloadable information on turkeys,
wild pigs, bear, etc...



For More Information
Contact the Calitfornia Department of Flsh and
Game (DFG)

Sacramenta Headguarters — (90160 653-6420

Northern Califomia, Morth Coast Reglon
Redding - (5300 2252300

Sacramento Valley, Central Slerra Reglon
Rancho Cordova — (916) 358-2900

Central Coast Reglon
Napa — (707) 944-5500

San Joaquin Valley, Southern Slerra Reglon
Fresno — (5590 2434005 axt. 151

Wild Turkeys Don’t Need il b ks
Your Handouts! San Diego — (858) 467-4201

Eastern Slerra, Inland Deserts Raglon
Ontarfo — (9090 484-0167

Feeding wild turkeys is asking for trouble —

not only for you, but for your neighbors as Altermars communization methods are avalianle upon requese,

i H ¥ rezsonahle accommadaton IS needad, contace dhe I:-eparu'rrent
'1|||'_E||. Prevent |‘l|‘l.'l|l|EI'I'I'5 |.'l]||'_ ﬂl'.-'tﬂl.lﬁlglhlj of Flh and Game, (91e) 6334420, Ibernard@digca.gov, or the
wild turkeys from becoming too Callnrmia Rels Service sBrWng 0esf and hearingimpalred
comfortahle on your pranm_ reskdzms usiR TTYYTOD phores; and spech-impakeed callers,

at (800} 7352925

« If turkeys begin feeding under hanging bird feadars,
remove the feeders untll the turkeys leave the area.

« If turkeys are causing problams In your yard, install
motlon-detacting sprinklers.

« Wild turkeys typlcally will not enter yards with dogs.

= If confromted by a wild turkey that has lost 1ts fear of
humans, an open umbrella may help steer 1t out of
your path.

= Depradation permits are required to kil wild turkeys
that are causing property damage. To get a depredation = = .
parmit, contact your local Department of Fish & FEEd Ing WII d I IfE
Game office. H
is Dead Wrong.

Please respect and protect wild animak. Keep them wild.

California Department
of Fish and Game

www.heepmewild.org

A campalan far 3l wid animalz.

Decihirti Lmemtabe B, LS Fesciko




Feeding Wild Turkeys Will Bring

Prohlems Home to Roost.

California’s wild turkeys now eccupy about 18 percent
of owr state, and are a highly valued upland game bird.

Many Californians also enjoy watching them.
Some homeowners can't resist feading them. That's

when trouble begins. A few stray visiters soon become

a flock of permanant residents that have lost their
natural fear of humans.

Adult wild turkeys, which can weigh upwards of 20
pounds, can destroy flowers and wegetable gardens,
leawe their droppings on patios and decks, and roost
on cars, scratching the paint.

Turkeys can become aggrassive during the breading
season, occasionally even charging, threatening, and
acting aggressively toward peoaple.

Relocating nuisance wild turkeys is expensive and
impractical. But preventing conflicts is simple.

Wild turkeys den't nead your handeuts.
They nead your respect.

Controlling Wild Turkey Populations

California’s wild turkey populations are healthy and
growing. Hunting turkeys helps to control their
populations and maintain their natural wariness of
p=ople. Whera safe and legal, hunt wild turkeys on
your property, oF allow others to hunt them.

* Spring s2ason: s2ason limit is three gobblers
per hunter (one per day)
* Fall season: season limit is one turkey
per hunter (gobbler or hen)
= & hunting license and upland game bird stamp
are required
* Legal methods of take include shotgun, archery
equipment, or air rifle
* Hunting regulations are available from DFG
offices and online at www.dfg.ca.gov
Homeowners experiencing property damage from

wild turkeys may obtain a depredation permit
from the local DFG office.

Keep them wild.

Feeding wild

turkeys can causa '
major problems

for you and

your nelghbors.

Wild turkeys are well established In about 29,000
square miles of California.

Established range

Populations may
become established

You Can Help Wildlife

Please wish www.keepmewlld.org for downlcadable
posters, newspaper advertisements and other
Keep Me Wild™ materials




National Wild Turkey Federation

Provide good information on turkey biology,
distribution, etc.

o Promote opportunities for their members to hunt
turkeys Iincluding making arrangements with
private land owners for access and insurance
purposes.

o http://www.nwtf.org



Hunting Lease Liability Insurance

o Available through

Forest Landowners Association’s
Outdoor Risk Services

Work through a partnership with the
National Wild Turkey Federation

(800) 658-7047 or on the web @

https://www.forestlandowners.com/




Local Chapter
National Wild Turkey Federation

o Geyserville, CA
Wine Country, CA
Patrick McNeil
(707) 443-4720
patnwtf@yahoo.com




Wild Turkey Sub-species and their Ranges
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Image provided by the National Wild Turkey Federation

Sub-species

Osceola
Sub-species

Rio Grande
Sub-species

Merriam"s
Sub-species

Gould's
Sub-species

Ocellated
Turkeys

Hybridized
Sub-species

JoUESCS
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