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The State C]eannghouse submitted the, above named Draft EIR to selected state agencies for review. . On the
enclosed Documetit Details Report please note that the Cleannghouse has listed the state agencies that
reviewed your document. The review period closed on July 3, 2008, and the comments from the 1espondmg

. agency.(ies) is (are) enclosed. If this comment package is not in order, please notify the State -

Clearinghduse immediately. Please refer to the project’s ten~d1g1t State’ Cleannohouse number in fiture
correspondence §0 that we may respond promptly. :

) Please -note that Secﬁon 21 104(c) of the Cahfom1a Public Resomces Code states that:

“A respons1b]e or other public agency shall only make substanhve comments regardmg those *
activities involved in a project which are within an area of expertise of the agency or which are
fequired to be carried out or. apploved by the ageucy “Those comments shall be supported by

' spemﬁc documentation.”

These comments are forwarded for use in preparmg your final envuon.mental document Should you need
miore information or clarification of'the enclosed comments, we 1ecommend that you contact the

commentmg agency directly.

Thls Ietter aclcuowledges that you have comphed with the State Clearmghouse review requir emeuts for draft.

environmenta] documents, pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act. Please contact the State
Clearinghouse at (916) 445-0613 if you have any questions regarding the environmental review process.

Sincerely,

Teny Rob rts ' . _ _
Duecto1 State Cleannghouse . s Lo
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Comment Letter M

CARRQ, June 20, 2008 | page 5

This bedrock is of sedimentary origin. This genesis is important in considering slope
stability because sedimentary strata are often separated by pianes of weakness that
are potential failure surfaces where oriented unfavorably. Very large masses of
bedrock can move along these planes of weakness, forming what geologists call

“bedding plane” landslides.

Bedrock at greater depth may be different, however its structure is also critically

important in slope stability. M-7

cont.

Acording to the Geologic Map, Plate 3B in Reference 1, site is located between two
northwest trending faults parallel to the nearby Tolay fault. These are major, regional
faults with mapped lengths of many miles. It is likely that tectonic forces related to
these regional faults have fractured the bedrock between them, signniicantly
decreasing the strength of the bedrock. In additional to decreasing the strength of the
bedrock, these fractures have the potential to be the pianes of weakness that become
the actual bounding surfaces [basal slip surface(s), sides and graben] of landslides
when existing slopes are oversieepened by quarry excavations. 1

It is essential that the bedrock types and geologic structures that will actually be
exposed in the proposed quarry excavations be investigated and analyzed by the
developer’s geotechnical consultant. The geotechnical consultant must demonstrate M-8
that the project, that includes a 340 foot high cut siope, will not adversely affect
adjacent properties and the environment. There is no margin of error when one of the

adjecent properties is a landfill. : 1

According to the Landslides And Relative Slope Stability Map in Geology For
-Planning In Sonoma County, Reference 1, the site vicinity is within Relative Slope
Stability Category “C”, defined as “"Areas of relatively unstable rock and soil units, on
slopes greater than 15%, containing abundant landslides (emphasis added).

The aerial photographs (Reference 2) examined for preparation of this report indicate
the presence of topographic features indicative of large landslides within the site
vicinity. The locations of these suspected landslides are indicated on the enclosed
Site Vicinity Landslide Map, Figure 1. M-9

It must be understood that research of published regional geologic maps and aerial
photographs are only preliminary steps in a geologic site investigation.. On a site like
the proposed quarry, where reliable outcrops of bedrock are not available for direct
observation, sampling and measurement of geologic structures (eg. bedding planes -
and joints), subsurface investigation is necessary to obtain geologic data.

.The subsurface investigation generally begins with excavation of geologic trenches
using a backhoe or excavator. The trenches are made sufficiently deep to penetrate
through topsoil, weathered bedrock and creep (that deforms the geologic structure)
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